
 
 

Haere mai, welcome!  March 5th 2023 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9-12noon 

Address: P.O. Box 2275, TAURANGA, 3140 

Phone: 07 578 0123  Email: office@tcbc.org.nz 

Website: www.tcbc.org.nz 

Brian Cochran           brian@tcbc.org.nz  021 273 3745 

Nicola Fraser         office@tcbc.org.nz  07 578 0123 

Sundays—coming up  

P rayer  each Sunday 9 .30am in  the lounge.  Al l  welcome.  

March 5th 10am Peter Townsend John 4:1 – 54 “Have you met Jesus?”  

     

March 12th 10am John Tucker—Principal Carey Baptist College 

       Connect-ability after the service         

www.tcbc.org.nz 

Did you know that all of our weekly newsletters & messages  

are uploaded here:   

 

+ we also communicate & engage as a community  

   on various Facebook groups.  

Just ask the office to find out more. 

Discovering what it means to know God,  

the world, each other, and to love.  

FINANCIAL GIVING:   

This is a regular habit of our worship that is needed for us to continue  

& to grow in God’s work.  

For a giving number (for tax rebates) email: office@tcbc.org.nz 
Please include your giving number as a reference. 

For cash giving, place in the basket at the back of the auditorium.   

For online giving:  

For general church offerings/appeals please use: 03 0435 0475881 27.  

For Church building redevelopment please use: 03 0435 0475881 01.  

Weekly budget: $4,615   Average giving: $4,156 

CAN WE HELP? If you need any help getting to appointments or doing 

simple jobs at home we have a team of people who may be able to help.  

Contact Julia Ardern 027 571 5577 or the church office.   



Keeping Connected … 
If you are interested to find out about our regular connect groups & other 

social gatherings, please contact the office. 

COMING UP: 

LENTEN LABYRINTH a self guided walk for 

Lent with simple hospitality. 13 Shady Lane, 

Welcome Bay, 5.30pm—9pm on March 11, 

17, 18, 24, 31 and April1 and 7.  

All welcome to come and enjoy this gentle,  

contemplative space. 
 

BRIAN AND GAY ARE AWAY on leave now until March 21st.  Pray for a  

relaxing and refreshing time.  The church office will still be open during 

this time, please knock or ring the doorbell as for security reasons Nicola 

will have the door shut. 

 

CHURCH ACCOUNTS  Audited accounts are now available.  If you are  

interested to see a copy please contact the office. 

 

AED The church has been donated a defibrillator and 

we will be hosting, through St John’s, a short 45  

minute CPR and AED course to understand how to 

use it. Spaces are limited, but if you are interested in 

attending the course please let the office know.   

 FOR THE KIDS There are some toys and        

 books in  the back corner for restless  

 babies and toddlers. 

Peter and Leonora—South Asia 
Leonora has been back in the village 

again where the Pastor passed away last 

year. 

This was the second retreat she has held 

for the women as they support the family, 

Mahdi and the two boys, left grieving.    

Pray that the community around them 

would be steady and strong, walking with 

them in their grief. 

Pastor’s Scribble …  
Those of you who were at church last Sunday will remember that I only 

got half way through my message and effectively ran out of time—I got 

a bit excited in the first part, hence used up too much time.  I got excited 

because I think it was an important and very timely issue that I was  

talking about and it is worth commenting here again to remind people. 

The passage was Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding in Cana, when Jesus 

turned water into wine in John chapter 2.  It wasn’t so much the story of 

the miracle that challenged me, it was the religious culture that Jesus 

was gently speaking in to.  

With this first miracle Jesus was introducing what I called a “cyclone of 

change”.  He took 6 stone jars and transformed them from being vessels 

of ceremonial cleansing, to vessels of celebration. In doing this Jesus was 

announcing a change of religious culture from being concerned about 

religious cleanliness, to spiritual abundance; from anxiety over right and 

wrong, to celebration; from discriminatory to inclusion; division to unity; 

hostility to solidarity; from an us/them story, to a love story! 

Here is what got me thinking.  We, the church in NZ and here at Central, 

are in a cyclone of change and I think God is behind this and challeng-

ing us as faithful followers of Jesus. 

I wonder if what Jesus is saying to us here today is in some of the detail of 

this passage. “The best wine was saved for last”. Is that a challenge to 

those of us who want to hold on to nostalgia, the old ways of doing 

things; to traditions for tradition sake. Is it saying the best of what God has 

for us in the church is saved for last … the best is yet to be? Is he saying; 

the way forward is not nostalgia; the way forward is vision, hope? The 

way forward is not fear, the way forward is faith! 

I am not prepared to say “thus saith the Lord” about this message, I am 

still praying it through, but I think God is challenging us. Please pray with 

me!         

Brian 


